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MESSAGE 
 
 
Occasion  : Doctrine Class / Prayer Service 
Date  : March 21, 2017 / March 23, 2017 
 
TITLE  : THE PLEASURE OF GOD 
Text/s  : 
 
Rev 4:9-11 
9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever 
and ever, 
10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for 
ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were created. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible reading : 
 
Song/s  : Living for Jesus 
 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
One cannot truly understand what pleases God unless he/she first understands the pleasure of God.  The 
pleasure of God is the very platform upon which we stand if we are to please Him. 
 
 

• The pleasure of God is as old as the creation. 
 

Rev 4:9-11 
9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth 
for ever and ever, 
10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that 
liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 
KJV 
 
Heb 11:3 
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things which do appear. 
KJV 
 
John 1:1-4 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 The same was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
KJV 
 
Prov 16:4 
4 The Lord hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil. 
KJV 
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Isa 43:5-7 
5 Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; 
6 I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth; 
7 Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; 
yea, I have made him. 
KJV 

 
 

• The pleasure of God ushered in by His Word 
 
Isa 55:11 
11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 
KJV 
 
Isa 46:9-10 
9 Remember the forme 
r things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 
KJV 
 
Isa 45:23 
23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, 
That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 
KJV 
 
 

• This pleasure of God was and is specifically applied in His sovereign choosing and predestination 
of His children. 

 
Here are some verses that establish this truth: 

 
Eph 1:4-6 
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: 
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:7-12 
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace; 
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 
9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 
10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 
KJV 
 
Luke 12:32 
32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
KJV 
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Ps 147:11 
11 The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy. 
KJV 
 
Ps 149:4 
4 For the Lord taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation. 
KJV 
 
 

• The pleasure of God was seen in the redemptive work which Christ accomplished 
 

Isa 53:10 
10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand. 
KJV 

 
 

• The pleasure of God in His chosen children is something that He fulfills through His working in 
the lives of His people 

 
2 Thess 1:11-12 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 

 
Phil 2:12-13 
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 1:11-12 
 
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
 
12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 

 
 

• The pleasure of God is also seen in how He deals with His children 
 

Heb 12:9-10 
9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 
10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that 
we might be partakers of his holiness. 
KJV 
 
Heb 12:5-11 
5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? 
8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
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9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 
10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that 
we might be partakers of his holiness. 
11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 
KJV 
 
Ps 90:15-17 
15 Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we 
have seen evil. 
16 Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children. 
17 And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. 
KJV 
 
Ps 119:71 
71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 11:32 
32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with 
the world. 
KJV 

 
 

• Here are some other verses that speak about the pleasure of God.  In which things give Him 
pleasure or displeasure (or which things please him and which ones displease him) 

 
Eccl 5:4 
4 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that 
which thou hast vowed. 
KJV 

 
 

Ezek 18:20-32 
20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall 
the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and 
the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. 
21 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, 
and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 
22 All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his 
righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 
23 Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord God: and not that he should 
return from his ways, and live? 
24 But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth 
according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness 
that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that 
he hath sinned, in them shall he die. 
25 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? 
are not your ways unequal? 
26 When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth 
in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die. 
27 Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and 
doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive. 
28 Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he 
shall surely live, he shall not die. 
29 Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my 
ways equal? are not your ways unequal? 
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30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord 
God. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 
31 Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new 
heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? 
32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn 
yourselves, and live ye. 
KJV 
 
Ezek 33:11 
11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel? 
KJV 

 
Hag 1:8 
8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I 
will be glorified, saith the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Ps 51:17 
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise. 
KJV 

 
Heb 10:1-6 
1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto 
perfect. 
2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged 
should have had no more conscience of sins. 
3 But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 
4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 
5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but 
a body hast thou prepared me: 
6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 
KJV 

 
 
Hear what Paul says concerning the wisdom and knowledge of God: 
 
Rom 11:33-36 
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 
KJV 
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